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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
Thank You

Thank you first of all Stephen for your presence here tonight and for your very kind words. Its hard to believe that it was over twenty years ago that I introduced you to the first Reform Convention in Winnipeg at which you gave an outstanding speech of “regional fairness.” A lot of water has gone under the bridge since then – from Reform, to your years with the NCC, to the Canadian Alliance, to the new Conservative Party, and finally minority government. And I am sure I speak for your many friends and well wishers here, when I wish you and your colleagues every success in taking that one last big step – from minority to majority government. Thank you Stephen, and every best wish for the days ahead.   

And thanks to each and every one of you for your support of the National Citizens Coalition and your presence here tonight. Thank you Sandra, for sitting through your three thousand, seven hundred and thirteenth speech. And most of all for your love and support, without which I could have accomplished little or nothing in our public life.

And at the risk of singling out any one supporter of the NCC and my own political adventures, I would like to pay special tribute tonight to Jack and Daphne Pirie and their family. They should be in Hawaii today, but they are here. And it was Daphne who first helped us get started here in Calgary by organizing her “lunches for the curious.” If you weren’t curious about Reform, Daphne would harass you until you were. Thank you Jack and Daphne, Neil and Kim, for all your family means to Sandra and me, to the NCC, and to your many friends here.
With respect to the Colin Brown Medal of Freedom Award, this is especially meaningful to me because of our family’s long association with the Browns and the National Citizens’ Coalition. My father, Ernest Manning, was a close friend of Colin Brown Sr. and sat on the very first NCC Council. What appealed to many of us in those early days was that Colin Brown and his associates were not “gloomy conservatives” but were able, like Bill Buckley in the US, to present freedom-infused critiques and ideas with positive enthusiasm and humour. 

One of our favourite NCC advertisements was back in the days when the government-run post office was in chaos and Mr. Trudeau was nevertheless proposing to create a government-owned oil company, PetroCanada. The full-page NCC ad which ran in the national newspapers simply asked “Would you like the people who are running the Post Office to be in charge of your energy supply?” It made the point about the follies of expanding government ownership, but it did so in a pithy and humorous way – an approach which has been the hallmark of NCC advocacy from that day to this.

It is truly an honour therefore to receive this Freedom Award symbolizing the values and work of Colin Brown, the National Citizens’ Coalition, and its many supporters – and again I thank you sincerely and congratulate you on your more than forty years of principled, freedom-inspired advocacy.
Freedom

Tonight is not really an occasion for long speeches, (so don’t worry). But since we are met to honour freedom, I thought it might be appropriate to say a brief word about the state of freedom in our country and some positive steps we can take to advance it.

Economic Freedom

A few nights ago, I had dinner with an aboriginal leader from BC who is trying to get a system of private property rights established on his reserve. He realizes that private property and the economic freedom it makes possible are foundational to real economic development, something his community has never experienced under more than a century of government paternalism.

My conversation with this man (his name is Manny Jules of the Kamloops band) reminded me of all those empirical, peer-reviewed studies, like the Fraser Institute’s Economic Freedom Index of the World – which PROVE that there is a direct link between economic prosperity and the degree to which people possess economic freedom and the tools of wealth creation which enable it to be exercised – private property, unimpeded access to markets, access to capital, and so on.

Canada itself is not yet at the top of those economic freedom index charts. Why is that?

Well one of the reasons is that our approach in the past to dealing with poverty and underdevelopment at home and abroad (the Liberal welfare-state approach) has focused on trying to redistribute wealth itself rather than getting a better distribution of the tools that create wealth. 

Fortunately there are now numerous authoritative voices –many of them from the so-called third world itself, like Hernando de Soto (The Mystery of Capital), Nobel Prize-winner Muhammad Yunus of the Grameen micro bank, and C. K Prahalad (Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid) – who are pointing the way to a freedom oriented approach to addressing poverty and chronic underdevelopment.

But I’m also reminded (and remind you) that there is still much work to be done by those of us who believe in the efficacy of these tools to persuade our fellow Canadians that there are freedom-oriented, market-based solutions to such chronic problems as regional underdevelopment and the third world conditions under which many of our own aboriginal people live. Canada ought to try them!
Freedom of Choice in Social Services

But economic freedom is not the only freedom that needs to be expanded in Canada.

A few weeks ago I attended the Canada Networking Conference and Exhibition in Ottawa, a conference which our Manning Centre intends to organize annually to get market-oriented thinkers, advocacy groups, and political activists together once a year in one place just to get to know each other better and compare best practices.

We very much appreciated Prime Minister Harper’s attendance at our pre-conference reception and the presence of NCC representatives at the conference itself, and you are all invited to the next one which is scheduled for March 13-14 of 2009 in Ottawa.
One of the Conference sessions focused on how best to define the health care system of the future toward which freedom oriented politicians, think tanks, and advocacy groups should be working.

Here is the one sentence description of that future system that I took away from that session:

“Canada’s future health care system should be characterized by universal access to care regardless of ability to pay (the one feature of the current system that Canadians cherish) and freedom of choice (public and private) with respect to health care delivery, financing, and insurance.”
This principle – universal access to care but freedom of choice with respect to delivery, payment for service, and insurance – is applicable with modification to a host of social services delivered by governments – from education, to child care, to health care, to elder care, and to certain aspects of social assistance.

But once again there is much work to be done by those of us who believe in the efficacy of freedom of choice in social services, to persuade our fellow Canadians that this is the route to a higher quality of life for all. 

The Exercise of Political Freedom 

Work to be done, therefore, in strengthening economic freedom, work to be done in establishing freedom of choice in social services. But what about also strengthening the exercise of political freedom in Canada?

The preservation and expansion of democratic freedom involves far more that simply exercising our rights to hold elections, to vote, and to run for public office – the principal “democratic rights” mentioned in our Constitution.

For political activists, especially freedom-loving, conservative-oriented political activists, to maximize their contributions to democratic politics, there is a real need to strengthen both the intellectual capital and the human resources available to conservative oriented political parties – to enable them to win more elections and to govern in accordance with conservative principle after they are elected.
Strengthening the intellectual capital of the conservative movement requires increased efforts to generate a steady stream of fresh principled ideas and policy proposals which will assist conservative politicians to speak, campaign, legislate, and govern in accordance with the principles they profess to stand for. 

Strengthening the human resources available to conservative parties requires increased efforts to provide more and better training to political activists who will run for public office, their supporters, and their staffs to improve their effectiveness and prospects for success – training in everything from door knocking, to constituency organization, to campaigning, to public communications, to advocacy, to constituent and interest group relations, to legislating and everything in between.

My Question: As modern political parties focus primarily on fighting elections, who is going to help provide them with this increased and improved stream of  intellectual capital and human resources -  what I call “democratic infrastructure” - so essential to their ultimate success?

Increasingly it needs to be provided by others sympathetic to but outside the party structures – in the case of conservatives by various elements of “the movement”  - by conservative oriented think tanks and policy centres, by conservative oriented campaign schools and training programs for candidates, mangers, and executives, and by freedom oriented communications vehicles from journals and telecasts  to bloggers, to freedom oriented interest groups and advocacy groups such as the National Citizens’ Coalition.

Building, and supporting the efforts of others to build, this democratic political infrastructure is the primary purpose of the Manning Centre for Building Democracy with which I am now engaged on a full time basis, and why I continue to be so supportive of the ongoing advocacy work of the National Citizens’ Coalition.

But again, as with the needed expansion of economic freedom, and freedom of choice in social services, there is much work yet to be done in better equipping political activists who share your principles and values to win more elections and to govern in accordance with those principles once in office.  

Conclusion

In closing, I wonder whether some of you may be thinking, but are too polite to ask: “This defence and advancement of freedom is such a vast undertaking. What can one individual or even a group of individuals really do to contribute meaningfully to freedom’s preservation and growth?”

How can seemingly “small things” – like sponsoring advertisements, or freedom articles, or supporting meetings and speaking events – contribute to such a vast undertaking?”

I was once asked this question by a business man whom I was trying to get to underwrite an essay writing contest for students on the subject of freedom, so I told him this story.

In 1785, Dr. Peter Peckard, Vice- Chancellor of Cambridge University in England sponsored an essay contest (in Latin) on the question, “Is it lawful to make slaves of others against their will?” – an essay contest on the lawfulness of suppressing freedom.

The winner was a twenty five year old divinity student named Thomas Clarkson. His wining essay, questioning not only the legality but the morality of slavery, came to the attention of a Quaker printer who published it as a small booklet in 1786.

As a result of the attention generated by his book, on May 22, 1787, young Clarkson found himself one of twelve men (all older than himself) invited to a print shop at No. 2 George York Street in London  where the campaign to abolish the slave trade and eventually slavery itself throughout the British Empire was planned and launched.

Whereas Granville Sharp was the legal mind behind that campaign, and Hannah More its communications director, and William Wilberforce its parliamentary spokesman, it was Clarkson who became the indefatigable organizer of one of the greatest freedom campaigns ever conducted in the history of democratic politics.
Fifty one years later, on August 1, 1838, when nearly 800,000 black slaves throughout the British Empire became officially free, 77 year old Thomas Clarkson was the only one of those twelve original campaigners still living.
And for him it all began – with what? – with a “small thing”, a student essay contest on the subject of freedom!

Let us never think that supposedly “small things” undertaken in freedom’s name can’t lead to great things that literally change the world. 

The preservation and advancement of freedom is a vast undertaking. But freedom is also universal and breathtaking in its capacity to inspire and replicate itself, thus rendering every undertaking, no matter how small, worth the effort, if performed on freedom’s behalf.

It is in this spirit that the National Citizens’ Coalition grants – and I accept – the Colin Brown Medal of Freedom Award.

Thank you.
PAGE  
7

